South Lancashire Fisheries Advisory Committee 30th June, 1976. by unknown
North West 
Water Authority
Dawson House, Great Sankey 
W arrington WA5 3LW 
Telephone Penketh 4321
23rd June, 1976.
TO: Members of the South Lancashire 
Fisheries Advisory Committee.
(Messrs. R.D. Houghton (Chairman);
T.A.F. Barnes; T.A. Blackledge;
R. Farrington; J. Johnson;
R.H. Wiseman; Dr. R.B. Broughton;
Professor W.E. Kershaw; and the 
Chairman of the Authority 
(P.J. Liddell); The Vice-Chairman 
of the Authority (J.A. Foster); 
and the Chairman of the Regional 
Fisheries Advisory Committee 
(J.R.S. Watson)(ex officio).
Dear Sir,
A meeting of the SOUTH LANCASHIRE FISHERIES ADVISORY COMMITTEE 
will be held at 2.30 p.m. on WEDNESDAY 30TH JUNE, 1976, at the 
LANCASHIRE AREA OFFICE OF THE RIVERS DIVISION, 48 WEST CLIFF, 





1. Apologies for absence.
2. Minutes of the last meeting (previously circulated).
3. Mitton Fishery.
4. Fisheries in the ownership of the Authority.
5. Report by Area Fisheries Officer on Fisheries Activities.
6. Pollution of Trawden Water and Colne Water - Bairdtex Ltd.
7. Seminar on water conditions dangerous to fish life.
8. Calendar of meetings 1976/77.
9. Any other business.
3NORTH WEST WATER AUTHORITY 
SOUTH LANCASHIRE FISHERIES ADVISORY COMMITTEE 
30TH JUNE, 1976 
MITTON FISHERY
1. At the last meeting of the Regional Committee on 3rd
May, a report was submitted regarding the claim of the Trustees 
of Stonyhurst College to the ownership of the whole of the bed 
of the Rivers Hodder find Ribble, insofar as the same are co- 
extensive with the former Manor of Aighton. This includes the 
Mitton Fishery, which was purchased by the former lancashire 
River Authority in 1970 without knowledge of the Trustees' 
claim.
2. Other riparian owners were similarly affected by this 
claim, as a result of which a committee was formed to reach a 
solution with the Trustees.
3. The solution, which has been approved by. the Authority, results 
in the Trustees being able to issue permits authorising residents 
of Stonyhurst College to fish in the stretch of water from Hodder 
Foot to Riddens Brook downstream of Ribchester. The Trustees
will not make any charge for the issue of such permits, which 
are to be restricted to College boys, permanent staff resident 
at the College and permanent tenants of the College estate. The 
number of permits which the Trustees can issue is limited to 
four game and nineteen coarse, of which two game and ten coarse 
are to be valid for even dates and the balance for odd dates.
k. The Authority also agreed that a claim should be made
against the vendor to the former River Authority for any diminu- 
tion in th,e value of the Authority's fishing rights resulting 
from the compromise solution.




FISHERIES IN THE OWNERSHIP OF THE AUTHORITY
This paper is being submitted to the South Lancashire 
and Lune Wyre and Furness Fisheries Advisory Committees to 
enable members of both Committees to obtain an overall 
picture of the operation of the fisheries in the Authority's 
ownership.
This Committee is however only specifically concerned 
with the Mitton and Balderstone fisheries.
In a letter received on 19th March, 1976 from the 
Secretary of Wigan & District Angling Association, it was 
requested on behalf of the Association that a review should 
be made of the Authority's management policy on its permit 
waters at Halton on the Lune, and at Mitton on the Ribble, 
With- a view to ensuring a more equitable distribution of 
permits between game and coarse anglers.
The present arrangements are shown on the attached 
Appendix,
The Association also suggest that the present 
prohibition of groundbaiting and loose-feeding is unnecess- 
ary, particularly when part of the Mitton fishery (the 
Calder) is subject to pollution and is thus a coarse fish 
water only. They claim that, the restriction serves only to 
hinder the catching of coarse fish on a fishery bought out 
of public funds, and emphasise that rates contributions by 
coarse anglers provided the major part of the purchase price. 
They take the view that, against the Government's policy of 
'Sport for All', this fishery, while technically open to the 
public, is virtually closed to coarse anglers by reason of 
the restrictive conditions attached to permits issued by the 
Authority. The Association therefore specifically requests 
that: 
(i) The restriction on groundbaiting and loose- 
feeding should be lifted from June 16th, to 
allow extra fishing and thus to help to 
alleviate the present overcrowding on other 
stretches. It should be appreciated that 
Clubs and Associations allow feeding on
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their own waters on the Ribble,
Calder, Lune and Eden, yet the Authority 
do not allow it on their own stretches.
This does not make sense to the average 
angler who feels that he is being 
unnecessarily deprived.
(ii) The limit on permits be lifted to accommo- 
date both match and pleasure fishing, and 
a charge of 30p per day be made. River 
fishing is in big demand at the present 
time, particularly on the Ribble, and 
many clubs would prefer to fish matches 
closer to home instead of making a 200 
mile round trip to, for example, the Trent, 
in order to have a worthwhile contest.
S. The background to the acquisition and management of the
Authority's various fisheries on the Lune, Ribble and Calder 
is as follows.
6. The Halton Fishery was purchased in 1963 out of monies 
paid to the Lancashire River Board by the Lune Valley Water 
Board as compensation for the effect upon the fisheries of 
the lower river of their new abstraction at Caton under the
 Lancaster Water Order, 1960.
7. The Skerton Fishery came under the control of the former 
Lancashire River Board through being handed over to the Board 
by the Lune Board of Conservators. It is in two parts, one 
owned, and the other leased for a peppercorn rent from 
Lancaster City Council.
8. The Mitton Fishery was bought in 1970 by the former 
Lancashire River Authority.
9. The Balderstone Fishery was acquired in 1964 by the former 
Lancashire River Board and leased to Northern Anglers' 
Association, who use it principally for coarse fishing.
10. With the possible exception of the Balderstone Fishery,
all the above waters were acquired with the main object of 
providing fishing for salmon, sea trout and brown trout on a 
day-ticket basis, primarily for anglers who were unable or 
unwilling to join a club or syndicate capable of offering 
fishing of comparable quality, although club members, of course, 
are not debarred from obtaining permits. The presence in these 
waters of coarse fish was regarded as being an incidental 
benefit against the background of the Authority's main objectivet 
The Balderstone Fishery has, for the past 12 years, been leased 
to the Northern Anglers' Association and has provided coarse 
fishing for their members, in addition to some scope for game 
fishing.
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11. With regard to groundbaiting and loose-feeding, this
has always been prohibited on the Ribble within the limits 
of the Mitton Fishery. This is because this is a single­
bank fishery, and the Padiham Angling Association and the 
Lancashire Fly Fishers have the opposite bank and stock with 
trout, and themselves prohibit groundbaiting and loose- 
feeding, and the use, at any time, of maggot or caster as 
bait. To permit such methods on the Authority's bank would 
certainly lead to a dispute with the Associations. No such 
ban exists on that part of the Calder which is included in 
the Mitton fishery. On the Lune, the prohibition has 
applied on account of the water's having been regarded as 
primarily a game fishery, but there is no reason why this 
should prevent reconsideration of the position.
12. Although the Wigan Association's argument that these
fisheries have been paid for largely out of rate contributions 
by coarse anglers is open to doubt, the question remains - 
should, and could, the Authority make more fishing available 
to coarse anglers of the Region, in view of the restricted 
fishing space available to them in the southern part of the 
Region, whence most of them come?
13. In considering this question it is necessary to ignore 
established practices and to take a fresh look at the manage­
ment of the fisheries in question, while bearing in mind that 
there will always be occasions when, in the interests of good 
management, a particular water should be given preference as 
either a coarse or a game fishery. A number of points thus 
arise.
(i) Certain parts of the Halton and Mitton 
fisheries offer good game fishing in 
waters which are particularly suitable 
for this type of fishing.
(ii) Both the lower part of the Halton water, 
the Skerton water and much of the Mitton 
water contain large stocks of coarse 
fish. In particular, dace stocks in 
parts of the Halton water are notable.
(iii) In what way could any extension of
coarse fishing space be achieved without 
adversely affecting the original aim of 
■ providing game fishing on day tickets?
(iv) Would it be reasonable to relax the
regulations governing groundbaiting and 
loose-feeding?
14. There are several possible answers to the question posed 
in (iii) above.
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(a) During the period from the opening of the 
coarse fishing season on 16th June up to 
the end of the salmon fishing season on 
31st October the Halton water below Lower 
Halton Weir (adjacent to the present 
Fisheries Office), the Skerton water and 
the Mitton water below the Hodder Foot 
pool could be used on an alternative-day 
system for game and coarse fishing. The 
precise method of alternation would need
to be decided. The same arrangement could 
apply to the Upper Beat of the Halton Water 
(above Forge Weir), but this proposal would 
have to be conditional upon the negotiation 
of suitable access rights. At present, 
although the Authority own the fishing 
rights, there is no right of access over the 
land to the river bank, If, perhaps through 
misbehaviour on the part of anglers, dis- 
agreement were to arise with riparian owners, 
difficulties could be put in the way of access 
by holders of Authority permits which might 
prove insuperable. With a view to regularising 
the position, the question of negotiating an 
easement to allow access to the river bank is 
being investigated. During the period from 
1st November to 31st January, all water could 
be available for coarse fishing, reverting to 
the alternate day system 1 Feb/15 March.
(b) There could, rather as at present, be physical 
zoning of the different types of fishing, but, 
if space permits, the number of coarse fishing 
permits issued could be increased as far as 
possible.
(c) The lease on the Balderstone Fishery could be 
terminated as soon as possible, and this water 
made available on day ticket for pleasure 
anglers during the week, and for match 
anglers at week-ends, under direct management 
by the Authority. However, this would undoubt­
edly cause a considerable parking problem, 
particularly in relation to coaches for match 
fishing.
(d) Comment upon groundbaiting and loose-feeding 
has been made earlier in this paper. Relaxation
• of the present regulations might result in 
increased taking of trout kelts during the early 
part of the year, but would also enable anglers 
to employ an established technique which can 
greatly increase the take of, particularly, 
shoaling species of coarse fish.
15. Any new arrangements which might be proposed for the 1977
fishing season should be on an experimental basis initially for 
a period of, say, two years. At the end of this period, the 
workability of the scheme could be assessed and it could either 
be instituted permanently, amended, or discontinued.
If action is to be taken to change the present arrangements, 
some combination of (a) and (b) would seem to offer the most 
workable arrangement, with zoning of the available space during 
the period of the salmon season, and general use for coarse 
fishing thereafter. Any such arrangement, however, must 
inevitably detract from the space available for game fishing, 
and may cause vigorous opposition, and result in loss of 
revenue. Nevertheless, it seems clear that some attempt should 
be made to try to achieve a more equitable division of the 
available fishing space. Short of bringing the Balderstone 
Fishery under direct management, however, it is difficult to 
see how sufficient space could be made available, except during 
the close season for salmon, to provide a worthwhile number of 
pegs for match fishing.
The officers have not made any formal recommendations on 
these matters as it is considered that initially the committee 
may wish to have a general discussion without feeling restricted 
by such recommendation.
APPENDIX
RIVER RIBBLE - MITTON FISHERY
River Ribble ~ Mitton Bridge to Calder Foot, South Bank
Not exceeding 10 permits per day for fishing for all species, £1.10  
per  rod per day. !
River Ribble - Mitton Bridge to Hodder Foot, South Bank
Not exceeding A permits per day for fishing for Brown Trout, £0.55 
per rod per day during the season.
River Calder -Mitton Wood, to Calder Foot, North Bank
Not exceeding 12 permits perd ay for fishing for all species, £0.30 
per rod per day.
NOTE; from 1st November to 31st January following, both dates inclusive, 
the number of these permits is increased to 25 sjid includes the stretch of the 
Biver Ribble between Hodder Foot and Calder Foot.
ALL PRICES ARE INCLUSIVE OF VAT
DISTRIBUTION ARRANGEMENTS
Messrs. Darwt&n & Gough, . ■
6 Moor Lane, > , • . . :
Lancaster.
(Lancaster 64913) . . . .
All Skerton Fishery and Halton Fisher:/ permits. (After 6.00 p.m. from 
Monday to Saturday t^id after 10,00 a.n. on Sundays. Any Migratory Trout permits 
still available may be obtained fro-n Mrs. A. Curwen of Greenup Cottage, Hornby 





Nr, Vhalley. Stonyhurst 281
All Mitton Fishery permits.
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NORTH WEST WATER AUTHORITY
SOUTH LANCASHIRE FISHERY ADVISORY COMMITTEE
3QTH JUNE, 1976
REPORT BY AREA FISHERIES OFFICER ON FISHERIES ACTIVITIES
1ST JANUARY T O  31ST MAY 1976
Langcliffe Hatchery
 39 Hen Salmon from the Ribble and Hodder were stripped 
at Langcliffe and produced a total of 175,000 ova. 55,000 
of these are being developed in the incubator and 120,000 
are developing at the Middleton Hatchery. Development in 
both cases was successful,to the alevin. stage and there were 
no untoward losses. So far satisfactory progress has been 
achieved at both hatcheries, although approximately 3,000 
alevins were lost in a minor mortality at Langcliffe. The 
cause of the mortality was not established although fish 
submitted to the V.I. centre at Calthwaite were said to be 
infected with a virulent strain of the bacterium Aeromonas 
Hydrophilia. 30,0 0 0  of,the fish being developed at 
Langcliffe and 95,000 of the fish being developed at 
Middleton will be planted in the Ribble Watershed as unfed 
fry. The remaining 25,000 from each source will be devel­
oped separately in the twelve tanks which are operational at 
Langcliffe.
Fish Monitoring Stations 
Waddow Hall






















Re-Stocking by North West Water Authority
200 7" - 8" Brown Trout were placed in the Authority's 
fishery at Mitton on the 11th December, 1975.
1,000 2" - 7" Brown Trout were placed in Lowcocks Beck 
on the 11th December, 1975 as compensation for fish killed 
by a spillage of Chloros by a North West Water Authority 
employee.
All the above fish were obtained from Dunsop Bridge 
Trout Farm.
Investigations into stocked Brown Trout
Brown Trout from Clitheroe Angling Association's stock 
pool were freeze branded prior to their release into the River 
Ribble, as part of an investigation into the behaviour of 
stocked fish. The Fishery Section is co-operating with the 
Clitheroe Anglers to obtain information on the movement; and 
percentage recapture of these introduced fish.
Coarse Fish Transfers
On Wednesday, 11th February, 1976, 2000 Roach were 
netted from the Middle Lodge at Barrow Print Works and trans­
ferred to Messrs. Tootals Club Water at Levenshulme.
Bailiffs assisted the Northern Anglers Association in 
netting fish from waters at Upholland College on Sunday,
22nd February, 1976. 15,000 fish, mostly small Roach were 
caught and transferred to the Leeds Liverpool Canal in the Red 
Rock area.
A netting operation undertaken by the Northern Anglers 
Association resulted in 29,000 Perch being transferred from 
Earnsdale Reservoir, Darwen, to the Lancaster Canal, 2000 
Perch from Earnsdale Reservoir were transferred to the 
Authority's stock pond at Cleveley Mill.
Fish Mortalities
Date Place Nos. Species Cause
27.4.76 River Hindbum 47 Brown Trout Not Known 
Accrington
19.5.76 Lodge at Broad 28 Perch Not Known 
Oak Accrington
Prosecution for Fishing Offences 
1st April"1975 to 31st March, 1076.
Brief details of prosecutions undertaken in respect of 
fishing offences in the area of the former Lancashire River 
Authority which have been heard in the period 1st April, 1975 
to 31st March, 1976, are set out below.
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The following table summarises the results over that 
period. As a matter of interest comparative figures for 
the last three years for this area are also given;
1975/6 1974/5 1973/4 1972/3
Number of Defendants 206 180 189 144
Number of Charges 299 267 254 193
Total Fines imposed £2,959 £2,167 £1,463 £1,294
Total Costs awarded to 
Authority £389 £355 £200 £201
Total Fees paid to Outside 
Solicitors (including 
witnesses expenses but not 
including V.A.T. charges: 
recoverable) ,
£525 £481 £405 £312
In addition, during this period 68 other cases were 
referred to the Administrative Section by the Area Fisheries 
Officer: 20 cases involved juveniles, and warning letters 
were sent to their parents; in 23 cases the evidence was not 
considered sufficiently strong but appropriate letters were 
sent to 18 of these offenders? 21 persons gave false names 
and addresses and were not able to be traced. (1 offender 
left the country before action could be taken). Warning 
letters were sent to 4 offenders instead of proceedings being 
taken against them as the Authority's Bailiff had left the 
service of the Authority and moved to Inverness. The offence 
they had committed was to fish for freshwater fish without a 
licence, and it was felt that the costs involved in bringing 
the Authority's witness such a distance were not justified in 
these cases.
Of the 206 persons prosecuted, proceedings in 176 cases 
were conducted under the 1957 Act and in 20 cases by outside 
Solicitors under primary instructions from the Authority (2 
pf these concerning juveniles) . The Lancashire Constabulary 
prosecuted 7 persons under the Theft Act, 1968, for offences 
committed on Jumbles Reservoir, and the North Yorkshire Police 
prosecuted 2 persons for offences against the Salmon and 
Freshwater Fisheries Act in conjunction with charges under the 
Theft Act. P.J. Warn, of Head Office conducted 1 case for 
the Authority.
The Authority failed to secure a conviction in 3 cases 
but in 1 of them the defendant was convicted on the second of 
2 charges.
3 cases were withdrawn because, in spite of communications 
with the defendants, they did not produce evidence of the 
possession of the licence until they received a summonse.




POLLUTION OF TRAWDEN WATER AND COLNE WATER - BAIRDTEX LIMITED'
At the last meeting of the Committee on 14th January, 1976 
a report was presented on the circumstances of a spillage of 
sulphuric acid into Colne Water on 15th June, 1975 (Minute No.15). 
Bairdtex Limited were being prosecuted in respect of the alleged 
offence under the provisions of Section 8 of the Salmon and 
Freshwater Fisheries Act 1923.
The case was heard on 2nd February 1976, at Reedley 
Magistrates Court when the Company pleaded 'Not Guilty' 
to this offence, but were found Guilty and Fined £100 plus £70 
Analysts Fee and £30 Advocates Fee.




PROPOSED SEMINAR ON WATER 
'CONDITIONS HARMFUL TO FISH
This seminar was originally arranged for 24th April, 1976, 
at the Headquarters of Bolton Angling Association where the 
meeting of the North West Region of the National Federation of 
Anglers was being held on that date. Because of pressure of 
unforeseen additional business on the Agenda, a request was 
received that the seminar should be postponed and a new date is 
being arranged.
Item No. 8
NORTH WEST WATER AUTHORITY
SOUTH LANCASHIRE 
FISHERIES ADVISORY COMMITTEE
30TH JUNE, 1976 
CALENDAR OF MEETINGS FOR 1976-77
At a meeting held on 8th March, 1976, the Policy and 
Resources Committee approved a draft calendar of meetings 
for the Authority, Committees and Sub-Committees for the 
"Authority year" from June, 1976, to June, 1977, for sub- 
mission to the Authority for consideration in accordance 
with Rule i(3) of the Rules of the Authority at the 
Annual Meeting to be held on 21st June, 1976,
The dates included in the proposed calendar for 
meetings of the Regional and Local Fisheries Advisory 
Committees are submitted as an appendix hereto for the 
information of members. Any variations made at the Annual 
Meeting will be notified.
APPENDIX
REGIONAL AND LOCAL FISHERIES ADVISORY COMMITTEES 
CALENDAR OF MEETINGS 1976-77
ADVISORY COMMITTEE TIME AND DATE OF MEETING
Mersey and Weaver. 2.30 p.m. Wednesday 23rd June, 1976
South and West Cumberland 2.30 p.m. Monday 28 th June, 1976
Eden and District 2.30 p.m. Tuesday 29th June, 1976
South Lancashire 2.30 p.m. Wednesday 30th June, 1976
Lune, Wyre and Furness 2.30 p.m. Monday 5th July, 1976
REGIONAL 2.15 p.m. Monday 19th July, 1976
South and West Cumberland 2.30 p.m. Monday 18th October, 1976
Eden and District 2.30 p.m. Tuesday 19th October, 1976
South Lancashire 2.30 p.m. Wednesday 20th October, 1976
Lune, Wyre and Furness 2.30 p.m. Monday 25th October, 1976
Mersey and Weaver 2.30 p.m. Wednesday 27th October, 1976
REGIONAL 2.15 p.m. Monday 15th November , 1976
South and West Cumberland 2.30 p.m. Monday 10th January, 1977
Eden and District 2.30 p.m. Tuesday 11th January, 1977
South Lancashire 2.30 p.m. Wednesday 12th January, 1977
Lune, Wyre and Furness 2.30 p.m. Monday 17th January, 1977
Mersey and Weaver 2.30 p.m. Wednesday 19th January, 1977
REGIONAL 2.15 p.m. Monday 7th February, 1977
South and West Cumberland 2.30 p.m. Monday 28 th March, 1977
Eden and District 2.30 p.m. Tuesday 29 th March, 1977
South Lancashire 2.30 p.m. Wednesday 30th March, 1977
Lune, Wyre and Furness 2.30 p.m. Monday 4th April, 1977
Mersey and Weaver 2.30 p.m. Wednesday 6th April, 1977
REGIONAL 2.15 p.m. Monday 25th April, 1977
